Intro 1: Welcome to TOK
a. Socrates, 469 BC–399 BC 

‘you are exactly like the flat sting ray that one meets in the sea. Whenever anyone comes into contact with it, it numbs him… If you behaved like this as a foreigner in another country, you would most likely be arrested as a wizard.’ (Meno)

‘If the stingray paralyzes others only through being paralyzed itself, then the comparison is just, but not otherwise. It is not that, knowing the answer myself, I perplex other people. The truth is rather that I infect them also with the perplexity I feel myself.’ (Socrates’ answer)

What was Socrates’ method?

b. The IB Diploma

How would you summarize the IB programme?

c. Theory of knowledge

What is the big question in TOK?

How is TOK assessed?

d. Back to Socrates again

Remember his words: ‘the perplexity I feel myself’

Don’t worry if you’re confused: that’s how you’re meant to feel!

